
Avoid Winter Fires With These Safety Tips 
 
December, January and February are often the leading months for home fire 
deaths, associated with heating equipment. Major causes of home heating 
fires include: 
 
• Human error…particularly with the misuse of portable heaters, fireplaces 

and woodstoves 
• A lack of regular cleaning of chimneys, in fireplaces and woodstoves 
• Locating combustible materials too close to portable and space heaters 
• Misuse of fuels involving liquid or gas fueled heaters 
• Leaving portable or space heaters unattended 
 
Fire experts believe following these safety tips, can 
and will help to reduce fire related injuries and 
property loss in Kansas.   
 
• Always read and follow the manufacturer’s 

instructions when using a heating device, 
especially when using a new heater for the first 
time. 

• Portable and space heaters, regardless of their 
power source (i.e., electric, gas, kerosene, wood, 
etc.) should be kept a minimum of three-feet (3’) 
from any type of combustible material (i.e. 
furniture, bedding, clothing, pets or people).  

• Never leave space heaters operating when you 
are not in the room or when you go to sleep. 

• Only use the fuel recommended by the 
manufacturer in liquid-fueled space heaters.  
Substitute fuels could burn hotter than the 
equipments design limits and cause a serious fire. 

• Have your fireplaces and chimneys inspected by a pr
the start of every heating season.  Never burn paper 
your fireplace because the fallout can float out the ch
roof or a neighboring home. 

 
Follow the same safety rules for wood stoves as you wou
Be sure the wood stove is placed on an approved stove 
floor from heat and hot coals. 
 
Have a safe and fire free holiday season and winter! 
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